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H i s t o r i c  P r e s e r v a t i o n :  

A  S t r a t e g i c  T o o l  f o r  H o u s i n g  

• Affordable housing in America cannot be solved by 

new construction alone. 

• Approximately 40 percent of buildings in this 

country are 50 years old or older. 

• The cost of rehabilitation on a per-square-foot basis 

tends to be less than new construction. 

• Historic buildings already exist and can be an 

important source of so-called naturally occurring 

affordable housing. 
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A local non-profit, founded in 1974.

The PRC’s Mission: The PRC preserves New Orleans’ 

historic architecture, neighborhoods, and cultural 

identity through collaboration, empowerment, and 

service to our community.

I N T R O D U C T I O N  T O  T H E  

P R E S E R VA T I O N  R E S O U R C E  C E N T E R
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• T h e  N a t i o n a l  P a r k  S e r v i c e  

d e f i n e s  i t  a s  a  c o n v e r s a t i o n  w i t h  

o u r  p a s t  a b o u t  o u r  f u t u r e .

• W h a t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  i n  o u r  h i s t o r y  

a n d  w h a t  p a r t s  o f  o u r  p a s t  s h o u l d  

w e  p r e s e r v e  f o r  o u r  f u t u r e ?

W H A T  I S  H I S T O R I C  P R E S E R VA T I O N ?



• P r e s e r v e s  h i s t o r i c ,  a r c h i t e c t u r a l ,  a n d  

a e s t h e t i c  c h a r a c t e r  a n d  h e r i t a g e  o f  a  

c o m m u n i t y  o r  a r e a .

• T a n g i b l e  r e c o r d  o f  h i s t o r y  a n d  c u l t u r e .

• P r o v i d e s  a  s e n s e  o f  p l a c e  a n d  

c o n t i n u i t y .  

• S e n s e  o f  h i s t o r y  c a n  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  

c o m m u n i t y  p r i d e ,  a n d  t o  a  b e t t e r  

u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  c o m m u n i t y ’ s  

p r e s e n t .

W H A T  I S  H I S T O R I C  P R E S E R VA T I O N ?



N a t i o n a l ,  s t a t e ,  a n d  l o c a l  l a w s  a n d  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  t h a t  w o r k  

t o g e t h e r  t o  a c h i e v e  t h e s e  g o a l s .

W H A T  I S  H I S T O R I C  P R E S E R VA T I O N ?



Your paragraph text

W H A T  I S  H I S T O R I C  

P R E S E R VA T I O N ?

Penn Station in NYC, 

demolished 1963



W H A T  I S  H I S T O R I C  

P R E S E R VA T I O N ?

Replaced with 

Madison Square Garden

Backlash to the 

demolition prompted the 

creation of the National 

Historic Preservation Act 

of 1966



W H A T  I S  H I S T O R I C  

P R E S E R VA T I O N ?

New Orleans is a historic city

• Nearly 50,000 historic buildings that are 

regulated by the city; 18 local historic 

districts

• 26 National Register Districts in New 

Orleans 



W H A T  I S  H I S T O R I C  

P R E S E R VA T I O N ?

The focus of historic 

preservation work has 

shifted to be more 

community based
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• Unique architecture

• New Orleans was an early preservation pioneer 

H I S T O R I C  P R E S E R VA T I O N  I N  

N E W  O R L E A N S



Multiple entities work together on a local level

• City agencies: VCC, HDLC

• Nonprofits/Advocacy Groups: PRC

• Neighborhood Associations

• Residents and Individuals 

H I S T O R I C  P R E S E R VA T I O N  I N  

N E W  O R L E A N S



Challenges to Preserving 

Historic Housing in New Orleans

• Climate and natural disasters

• Affordability and rising housing costs 

• Resident displacement 

• Blight 

• Lack of funding and government support

• Decline of local skilled tradespeople and craftsman 

H I S T O R I C  P R E S E R VA T I O N  I N  

N E W  O R L E A N S
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• Sustainability

• Encourages the use of housing that is already built

• Encourages adaptive reuse of buildings

• Promotes proven and effective construction methods 

and materials

• Investment

• Aesthetics; authenticity that cannot be reconstructed

• Sense of place and tangible link to history

W H Y  I S  H I S T O R I C  

P R E S E R VA T I O N  I M P O R T A N T ?
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Former programs of the PRC that saved over 

1,000 houses.

Rebuilding Together and Operation 

Comeback

Spearheaded and aided successful efforts for 

both individual and full district listings. 

National Register listings

P R C ’ S  P A S T  W O R K  F O R  

H O M E O W N E R S  

Purchased, restored, and sold multiple homes 

of New Orleans’ musical legends, indexed 

nearly 1000 notable jazz sites, and placed 

commemorative plaques. 

Jazz Houses
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• Grant programs

• Educational classes

• Research guides

• Help navigating historic districts

• Guidance for Historic Tax Credit Program 

P R C  R e s o u r c e s  f o r  H o m e o w n e r s



P R C  R e s o u r c e s  f o r  H o m e o w n e r s

• Revival Grants

Coming Soon! 

• Historic Home Repair Grant Program

• Window Rebate Program



P R C  R e s o u r c e s  f o r  H o m e o w n e r s

• Educational Classes 

• Historic House Specialist

• Fixer Upper 101

• Tax Credit Basics 

• Wood Window Maintenance 

• Office Hours with a Professional 



P R C  R e s o u r c e s  f o r  H o m e o w n e r s

• Other Resources and Guides 

• Research a Historic Property

• Historic Rehabilitation Tax Credits

• PRC Resource List (recommended 

contractors) and Guide

• Disaster Preparedness and Recovery 

• Historic NOLA Homes 



P R C  R e s o u r c e s  f o r  H o m e o w n e r s

• Help Navigating the Historic 

District Landmarks Commission  

• Classes

• Monthly reports on HDLC 

activity 

• Questions from the public 



P R C  R e s o u r c e s  f o r  H o m e o w n e r s

• What are State and Federal Historic 

Rehabilitation Tax Credits?

• 20-35 %

• Advocating for a Residential Tax 

Credit

• Guidance for Historic Tax Credits

• Classes
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H i s t o r i c  P r e s e r v a t i o n :  A  S t r a t e g i c  

T o o l  f o r  H o u s i n g  

• Affordable housing in America cannot be 

solved by new construction alone. 

• Approximately 40 percent of buildings in this 

country are 50 years old or older. 

• The cost of rehabilitation on a per-square-

foot basis tends to be less than new 

construction. 

• Historic buildings already exist and can be an 

important source of so-called naturally 

occurring affordable housing. 



E-mail mshoriak@prcno.org

Website prcnola.org

Phone 504-581-7032

Social @PRCNOLA

Q U E S T I O N S ?

mnolanwheatley@prcno.org
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