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Enterprise Green Communities – Why it Matters
PRIME-2 : ENTERPRIS E GREEN COMMUNITIES
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Established in 2004, Enterprise Green Communities is transforming the way 
America thinks about, designs, builds, and rehabilitates affordable housing.

Green building integrates materials and methods that promote environmental 
quality, economic vitality, and social benefits t hrough des ign, cons t ruct ion 

and ope ra t ions  of t he  built  environment . 

Ent e rpris e  Green Communit ie s  a ligns  a ffordable  hous ing  inves t ment  
s t ra t eg ie s  wit h environment a lly re s pons ive  building  pract ice s .



Enterprise Green Communities – Why it Matters
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When we build more 
resilient communities, 

we build a better future 
for everyone.

Together, we can make 
climate resilience the 

norm, not the exception.



2020 Criteria
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2020 Criteria
Eight  Ca t egorie s
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Location + 
Neighborhood Fabric

Site Improvements

Operations, Maintenance
+ Resident Engagement

Integrative Design

Healthy Living 
Environment

Operating Energy

WaterMaterials

A holistic 
approach to 
building a 

green 
community

PRIME-2: ENTERPRISE GREEN COMMUNITIES



8

PRIME-2 : ENTERPRIS E GREEN COMMUNITIES

Enterprise Green Communities Certification for PRIME -2

meet  manda t ory crit e ria  + 5 0  
opt iona l point s

Within optional points, must include the following:

• 1.6  Mult i-Haza rd/Vulne rabilit y As s es s ment  

• 4 .7  Acces s  t o Pot able  Wat e r during  Emergencie s

• 5 .9  Res ilient  Ene rgy Sys t ems  - Floodproofing

• 5 .10  Res ilient  Ene rgy Sys t ems  – Crit ica l Loads
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PRIME-2 : ENTERPRIS E GREEN COMMUNITIES

Enterprise Green Communities Certification for PRIME -2



TOOLS: MAKE PROPERTIES RESILIENT, SAFE AND EFFICIENT
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PRIME-2 : ENTERPRIS E GREEN COMMUNITIES

ht t ps ://bus ines scont inuit y.ent e rpris ecommunit y.org /

ht t ps ://www.clima t e sa fehous ing .org /we lcome

https://businesscontinuity.enterprisecommunity.org/
https://www.climatesafehousing.org/welcome
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PRIME-2 : ENTERPRIS E GREEN COMMUNITIES

Enterprise Green Communities Certification for PRIME -2

Option 1: Pot able  wa t e r acces s  point  (not  dependent  on e lect rica l pump)

Option 2: St ored pot able  wa t e r (10  ga l/re s ident /day for ≥ 4  days )

Option 3: Drilled we ll able  t o pump wa t e r when g rid  is  down
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PRIME-2 : ENTERPRIS E GREEN COMMUNITIES

Enterprise Green Communities Certification for PRIME -2
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PRIME-2 : ENTERPRIS E GREEN COMMUNITIES

Enterprise Green Communities Certification for PRIME -2

Option 1: Is landable  PV s ys t em wit h ba t t e ry s t orage  and a  s ys t em t o 
s wit ch t o ba t t e ry backup when e lect ric  g rid  goes  down

Option 2: Efficient  gene ra t or t ha t  will offe r re liable  e lect ricit y for crit ica l 
circuit s  during  power out ages
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PRIME-2 : ENTERPRIS E GREEN COMMUNITIES

Enterprise Green Communities Certification for PRIME -2

meet  manda t ory crit e ria  + 5 0  
opt iona l point s

Within optional points, must include the following:

• 1.6  Mult i-Haza rd/Vulne rabilit y As s es s ment  (10  pt s )

• 4 .7    Acces s  t o Pot able  Wat e r during  Emergencie s  (8  pt s )

• 5 .9    Res ilient  Ene rgy Sys t ems  - Floodproofing  (8  pt s )

• 5 .10   Res ilient  Ene rgy Sys t ems  – Crit ica l Loads  (8  pt s )
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PRIME-2 : ENTERPRIS E GREEN COMMUNITIES

Enterprise Green Communities Certification for PRIME -2

• 5 .2a  Addit iona l Reduct ions  in Ene rgy Us e (12 max)
• 5 .2b Nea r Ze ro Ce rt ifica t ion (12-15  pt s )
• 5 .3 a  Phot ovolt a ic / Sola r Hot  Wat e r Ready (3 -6  pt s )
• 5 .3 b Renewable  Ene rgy (8  max)
• 5 .4  Achieving  Ze ro Ene rgy (24  pt s )

Suite of ‘Moving to Zero Energy’ criteria also support resilience:
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PRIME-2 : ENTERPRIS E GREEN COMMUNITIES

Enterprise Green Communities Certification for PRIME -2

Other optional criteria to consider:

• 7.6  Smoke-Free  Policy                      
(expand beyond manda t ory t o include  
a ll indoor s paces ) – 10  point s

• 1.5  Des ign for Hea lt h and Well-Be ing : 
Hea lt h Act ion Plan – 12 or 15  point s

• 5 .5 b Moving  t o Ze ro Ca rbon: All Elect ric  
- 15  point s



17

PRIME-2 : ENTERPRIS E GREEN COMMUNITIES

PRIME NOFA Snapshot

15  project s
• Cert ifica t ion s t a t us : one  has  been s ubmit t ed 

for Pos t build review

• Crit e ria  us ed: 13  project s  unde r 2015  Crit e ria , 
2  unde r 2020  Crit e ria

• On ave rage , purs uing  75  point s  (range  5 4 -9 3 )
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PRIME-2 : ENTERPRIS E GREEN COMMUNITIES

PRIME NOFA Snapshot
How are they meeting the required optional credits?
• 4 .7  Acces s  t o Pot able  Wat e r during  Emergencie s

• Opt ion 1 (Pot able  wa t e r acces s  point ): 1
• Opt ion 2  (S t ored pot able  wa t e r): 13
• Opt ion 3  (Drilled we ll): 1

• 5 .10  Res ilient  Ene rgy Sys t ems  – Crit ica l Loads  
• Opt ion 1 (Is landable  PV): 1
• Opt ion 2  (Gene ra t or): 14
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PRIME-2 : ENTERPRIS E GREEN COMMUNITIES

PRIME NOFA Snapshot

What discretionary optional credits are they pursuing?

• 2.4  Increa s ed Compact  Deve lopment  (5 -7pt s ): 11 project s

• 2.7  Pre s e rva t ion/Acces s  t o Open Space  (6  max): 9  project s

• 2.12 Acces s  t o Fre s h, Loca l Foods  (6 pt s ): 7  project s

• 2.14  Loca l Economic Dev & Comm Wea lt h (6  max): 11 project s
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PRIME-2 : ENTERPRIS E GREEN COMMUNITIES

PRIME NOFA Snapshot

What discretionary optional credits are they pursuing?

• 4 .2  Advanced Wat e r Cons e rva t ion (6  max): 4  project s

• 7.6  Smoke-Free  Policy (a ll indoor s paces ) (10pt s ): 4  project s

• 7.11 Act ive  Des ign: Promot ing  Phys ica l Act ivit y (8 pt s ): 8  project s

• 7.4  Elimina t ion of Combus t ion Wit hin Condit ioned Space  (9 -11pt s )

(Now 5.5b: Moving to Zero Carbon: All -Electric 15 pts): 13 projects



CERTIFICATION
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Criteria & Certification Website
planning, reviewing resources, collaborating, tracking points
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www.g reencommunit ie s online .org

PRIME-2 : ENTERPRIS E GREEN COMMUNITIES

http://www.greencommunitiesonline.org/


Website

23

PRIME-2 : ENTERPRIS E GREEN COMMUNITIES

www.g reencommunit ie s online .org

http://www.greencommunitiesonline.org/


Website
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PRIME-2 : ENTERPRIS E GREEN COMMUNITIES

www.g reencommunit ie s online .org

http://www.greencommunitiesonline.org/


Website
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PRIME-2 : ENTERPRIS E GREEN COMMUNITIES

www.g reencommunit ie s online .org

http://www.greencommunitiesonline.org/


2020 Criteria Manual
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Certification Portal
compiling, reviewing, submitting, communicating
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Ques t ions ?  ce rt ifica t ion@ent e rpris ecommunit y.org

PRIME-2 : ENTERPRIS E GREEN COMMUNITIES

mailto:certification@enterprisecommunity.org


Certification Process
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Cert ifica t ion applica t ion reviews  (and re -submis s ions ) t ake  up t o 3 0  days .

Postbuild applica t ions  mus t  be  submit t ed wit hin 6 0  days  of comple t ion.  
Proof of ce rt ifica t ion will be  required a s  a  precondit ion of t he  re lea se  of re t a inage  of t he  CDBG funds

PRIME-2 : ENTERPRIS E GREEN COMMUNITIES



Thank You!
Team: 
certification@enterprisecommunity.org

Program: 
www.enterprisecommunity.org/green

Criteria: 
www.greencommunitiesonline.org

mailto:certification@enterprisecommunity.org
http://www.enterprisecommunity.org/green
http://www.greencommunitiesonline.org/


Parking Lot 
Slides for Q&A
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